RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 




Patent Applicaiion 
Aiwrney Docket No.: 72167,000141 



APPENDIX A 



i . (Currently Amended): A O5eibo4 for an onlering and payment allocation 



system for a seller, the meibod comprising the acts of: 

receiving, at the orderi ng and payment allocation system, two or more orders from 
at least one buyer, the orders corresponding to more than one subsidiaty 
of the seller; 

consolidating, at the ordering and payment allocation svsign^ the orders into a 

consolidated invoice; 
making the consolidated inyoice available to the at least one buyer, 
receiving^ai the ordering and pavment allocation sv<;rem, the consolidated invoice 

from the at least one buyer, wherein the consolidated invoice includes an 

indication from the at least one buyer as to which of the orders a payment 

is being approved; [[andj] 
reccivins, at t he ordering and p a y ment allocation system, an aggregated pavmgnr 

from the a^ least one buyer; 
disagRT^gatine the aggregated pavmepr bv associating ponions of t^e a^grep a^ed 

payment with a correspon ding subsidiary- and 
allocating the portions of the apprepated payment to [[n]] ihe corresponding 

subsidiary for which the payment has been made. 
2. (OriginaU: The method according to Claim 1. wherein the orders are received 
electronically. 



3. 



(Original): TTje method according to Claim 2, wherein the orders are received 



via the Internet. 
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4. (Previously PresemedJ; The method according to Claim 1 further comprising 
the act of evaluating a received order against ar least one of a spending litnii cotresponding to the 
buyer's organization and an available credit limit corresponding to the buyer's organization to 
determine whether to book the received order. 

5. (Original): The method according to Qaim 4» fianher comprising the acts of: 
booking those received orders which have been evaluated as not exceeding the 

evaluated spending limits; and 
creating a receivable entry in a seller account receivable iiysitem. 

6. (Original): The method according to Claim 5, further comprising the act of 
executing one or more off-balance sheet processes. 

7. (Previously Presented): The method according to Claim I, wherein the 
consolidation act is compri5»ed of the acts of sorting and compiling the booked orders to create a 
single invoice. 

8. (OriginaJ); The method according to Claim 7, wherein the compiling act 
includes fonnatiing booked orders received from different buying organizations into a common 
format. 

9. (Original): The method according to Claim 1, wherein die consolidated invoice 
includes sub-invoice data» sub-invoice data being data which corresponds to booked orders 
placed by a respective buyer. 

10. (Original); The method according to Claim 9, wherein the sub-invoice data is 
transmitted to the respective buyer. 

U, (Previously Presented): The method according to Claim 1, wherein the act of 
making the consolidated invoice available includes at least one of; 
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sending an elecuooic message to the buyer co notily the buyer of 4n availability of 

the consolidated invoice; 

distributing a paper statement to the buyer; and 

transmlning the consolidated invoice to the buyer. 

1 2. (Original): The method according to Claim I, funher comprising the act of 
displaying the consolidated invoice on a buyer terminal, wherein the buyer indicates approval of 
sub-invoice items corresponding to the consolidated invoice using the buyer terminal. 

13. (Original): The method according to Claim 12. wherein the indication includes 
the act of euEering a code corresponding to a reason payment is being approved or denied for a 
sub-invoice item. 

14. (Previously Presented): The tneihod according to Claim 12, ftjfther comprising 
the act of using the buyer terminal to authorize payment to the seller. 

15. (Original); The method according to Claim 12, funher comprising the act of 
receiving a payment from the buyer. 

16. (Original): The method according to Qoim 15, wherein the payment is 
received via one of an automated clearing house, a wire transfer, a lock box, a foreign exchange 
trade, electronic cash, netting via the Internet, an electronic wallet and a check, 

17- (Original); The method according to Claim 15, further comprising the act of 
updating a payment master database, the payment master database comprising records having: 
a payment date; 
a payment method; 
a payment reference; 
a payment amount; 
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a from currency; 

4 to currency; 

f/x. tax and fee dam; 

a discribuuon stacus; and 

an amownt distributed. 

18. (Original): The method according to Claim 15, fUnher comprising the aci of 
processing the received payment, 

1 9. (Original): The meibod according to Claim 18, wbetein the aci of processing 
the received paymeni is comprised of at least one of the acts of; 

performing a consolidated receivables process to gather payment data into 

consolidated receivables data for a single repon; 
matching the consolidated receivables data to an ouiscanding sub-invoice file, and 

providing the matched data to the seller; 
providing complete accounts receivable processing, the act of providing complete 

accounts receivable processing comprising the acts of: 
receiving the matched data; 

applying the merged and consolidated receivables data to create accounts 

receivable and general ledger update data; and 
updating a general ledger corresponding to the seller, 

20. (Original): The method according to Claim 19, wherein the payment data 
gathered into the single report during the consolidated receivables process is received from a 
plurality of service providers. 
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2 1 . (Original): the method according lo Claim 1 3, wherein the allocacion aci U 
comprised of the acts of: 

receiving ihe authorized paymeni; 

disaggregating the received payment to associaie ponions of the received payment 

w^iih one or more seUing sub-eniities; 
processing the received payment to update m accounts receivable system; 
generating at least one funding repon; 

delivering the at ieast one funding report to the respective sub-entities; and 
transferring the disaggregated funds to financial accounts for the corresponding 
sub-entities. 

22. (Original); The method according to Claim 21, wherein the funding repon 
generation act is comprised of the act of updating a paynaeni master database to reflect a 
distribution status and amount distributed to the corresponding subsidiary. 

23. (Original): The method according to Claim 22, wherein the funding report 

comprises; 

a list of sub-invoice iienns included in the distriburion; 
a payment date; 

results of exception and dispute processing; 
sub-invoice details; and 
reason codes. 

24. (Previously Presented): The method according to Claim 1, wherein the 
allocation act includes the acts of: 

receiving the payment; 
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determining an incrememal funding amoum; 

funding a subsidiary corresponding to a holding account via a foreign exchange if 
the incremental funding amount equals or exceed a predetermined total 
when combined with a holding account amounr, and 

allocating the incremental funding amount to the holding account amount when 
the incretnental funding amount is less than the predetennined totiil when 
combined with the holding account amount. 

25.-66 (Canceled) 

67. (Currently Amended): A storage medium storing computer executable 
progranmiatic code for an order management system for a seller, which, when executed, 
performs the acts of: 

receivin g, ai the order management system, two or more orders from at least one 
buyer, the orders corresponding to more than one subsidiary of the 
seller; 

consolidating, ^^Uhg 9lder mffl^ggm^W ^y^^^K iht ordets into a consolidated 
invoice; 

making the consolidated invoice available to the at least one buyer; 

receivin g, at the order ntanagement sys^ep, the consolidated invoice from the at 
least one buyer, wherein the consolidated invoice includes an indicauon 
from the at least one buyer as to which of ihe orders a payment is being 
autboti2ed[[.l]i 

receiving, at the order management sy.s^m^ ap aggregated payment from the at 
^east one buyen 
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disaggregating die aggregated pavroept by associating ponionjs of die agpre^ared 

paymeni widi a corresponding :subsidiarv: and 
ailQcating die ponions of the aggregate^ p^yn^ept comssponding sub<ti4i4rv 

fipr w^c^ the paymeni has been made. 

68. (Original); The storage medium according to Claim 67, wherein the orders are 
receive^ electronically. 

69, (Original): The storage medium according to Claim 68. wherein the orders are 
received via the Internet. 

70, (Previously Presenied): The storage medium according to Claim 68, wherein 
ihe code, when execuied, further performs die aci.of evaluating the received order against at leasi 
one of a spending limit corresponding to the buyer's and an available cwdii iinut corresponding 
to the buyer's organization to determine whedier to book the order. 

71. (Previously Presented): The storage medium according to C!*um 70, wherein 
ihe code, when executed, further perfonns the acts of: 

booking Those received oniers which have been evaluated as not exceeding the 

evaluated spending linaits; and 
creating a receivable enoy in a seller account receivable sysxem. 

72, (Previously Presenied): The storage medium according to Claim 7 1 , wherein 
ibe code, when execuied, further performs the act of executing one ox more off-balance sheet 
processes, 

73. (Original): The storage medium according to Claim 67, wherein the 
consolidation act is comprised of the acts of soning and compiling the booked orders to create a 
single invoice. 
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74. (Original): The storage medium according to Claim 73, wherein ihe compiling 
act includes formatting booked orders received from different buying organizations into a 
conmion format. 

75. (Original): The storage medium according to Claim 67, wherein the 
consolidated invoice includes sub-invoice data, sub-invoice data being data which corresponds to 
booked orderii placed by a respective buyer. 

76. (Original): The storage nriedium according to Claim 75, wherein the sub- 
invoice data is transmitted to the respective buyer. 

77. (Original): The storage medium according to Claim 67, wherein the act of 
making the consolidated invoice available include^s at least one of: 

sending an electronic message to the buyer to notify the buyer of the tivailabiliiy 

of the consolidated invoice; 
distributing a paper statement to the buyer; and 
transmitting the consolidated invoice to the buyer- 

78. (Previously Presented): The storage medium according to Claim 67, wherein 
the code, when executed, further performs the act of displaying the consolidated invoice on a 
buyer terminal, wherein the buyer indicates approval of sub-invoice itenas corresponding to the 
consolidated invoice using ihe buyer terminal. 

79. (Previously Presented): The storage medium according to Claim 78, wherein 
the buyer's approval indictttion includes the act of entering a code coaesponding to a reason 
payment is being approved or denied for a sub-invoice item. 
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80. (Previously Presented): The siomge medium according to Claim 78, wherein 
the code, when executed, further performs ihe act of using the buyer terminal to auihori2e 
payment to (he seller. 

8 1 . (Previously Presented): The siorage medium according to Claim 78, wherein 
ihe code, when executed, further performs ihe act of receiving a payment from the buyer. 

82. (Original): The siorage medium according to Claim 8 1 , wherein the payment is 
received via one of an automated clearing house, a wire transfer, a lock box. a foreign exchange 
trade, electronic cash, netung via the Iniemet. an electronic wallet and a check. 

83. (Previously Presented); The ston^e medium according to Claim 81 , wherein 
the code, when executed, further performs the act of updating a payment master database, the 
payment master database comprising records which include: 

a payment date; 
a payment method; 
a payment reference; 
a payment amoum; 
a from currency; 
a lo currency; 
f/x, tiix and fee data; 
a disiribution status; and 
an amount distributed. 

84. (Previously Presented): The storage medium according to Claim 81, wherein 
the code, when executed, funher performs the act of processing the received payment. 
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85. (Previously PresenfedJ: The storage medium according to Claim 84, wherein 
the act of processing ibe received pnymenr is comprised of ai least one of ibe acts of; 

performing a consolidated receivables process to gather payment data into 

consolidated recfeivables data for a single repon; 
matching the consolidated receivables data to an outstanding sub-invoice file, and 

providing the matched data ro the sellenand 
providing complete accounts receivable processing, the act of providing complete 

accounts receivable processing comprising the acis of: 
receiving the matched data; 

applying the merged and consolidated receivables data to create accounts 

receivable and general ledger update data; and 
updating a general ledger corresponding to the seller. 

86. (Original): The storage niedium according to Claim 84, v^herein the payment 
data gathered into the single report during the consolidated receivables process is received from a 
plurality of service providers. 

87. (Previously Presented): The storage medium according to Claim 81 , wherein 
the code, when executed, further performs an allocation act comprising the acts of: 

receiving the authorized payment; 

disaggregating the received payment to associate portions of the received payment 

with one or more selling sub-eniiues; 
processing the received payment to update an accounts receivable system; 
generating at least one funding repon; 

delivering the at least one funding repon to the respective sub-entitieji; and 
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transferring ihe disjvggregawd fuDds to financial accounts for the corresponding 

swb-enlilies. 

88. (Original): The storage medium according to Claim 87. wherein the finding 
report generation act is comprised of the act of updating a payment master database to reflect a 
distribution status and amount distributed to the corresponding subsidiary. 

89. (Original): The storage medium according to Claim 88. wherein the funding 
repon comprises at least one of: 

a list of sub-invoice items included in the distribution; 
a payment date; 

results of exception and dispute processing; 
sub-invoice details; and 
reason codes, 

90. (Previously Presented); The storage medium according to Claim 67. wherein 
the code, when executed, funher performs an allocation act that mcludes the acts of: 

receiving a payment; 

determining an incremental funding amount; 

funding a subsidiary corresponding to a holding account via a foreign exchange if 
the increnaental funding amount equals or exceed a predetermined total 
when combined with a holding account amount; and 
allocating the incremental funding amount to the holding account amount when the incremental 
funding amount is less than the predetermined total when combined with the holdmg account 
amount. - 
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91. (Previously Presenied) The method of claim I ftinher comprising che step of 
assigning a unique reference number to the consolidated invoice to enable tracking and invoice 
management. 

92, -93. (Canceled) 

94. (Previously Presented) The storage medium of claim 67 wherein the programmatic 
code further performs ihe act of assigning a unique reference number to the cori&olidared invoice 
to enable tracking and invoice management. 

95. (Canceled) 

96. (New) The method of claim I further comprising the step of determining before 
the order is booked whether the at least one buyer is able to effect payment, 

97. (New) A method for a payment allocation system for a seller, the method 
comprising the acts of: 

receiving, at the payment allocation system, two or more orders or order data from 
at least one buyer, the seller, or at least one subsidiary of the seller; 

consolidating, at the payment allocation system, the orders or order data into a 
consolidated invoice; 

making the consolidated invoice available to the at least one buyer; 

receiving, at the payment allocation system, the consolidated invoice from the at 
least one buyer, wherein the consolidated invoice includes an indication 
from the at one buyer as to which of the orders a payment is being 
approved; 

receiving, at the payment allocation system, an aggregated payment from the at 
least one buyer; 

19 

PAGE 22Q3 * RCVD AT m007 5:39:07 PM [Eastern Daylight 



Patent Application 
Aiioraey Docket No.: 72167,000141 

disaggregating the aggregated paymem by associating portions of the aggregated 

payment with a corresponding subsidiary; and 
allocating the portions of the aggregated payment lo the corresponding subsidiary 

for which the payment has been made. 
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